
GREEN  
TRANSITION  
IN DANISH  
PORTS



The ports play an important role in Denmark’s 
green transition towards 2030. We need to use 
less and more sustainable energy for transpor-
tation, and the ports are the pivotal connection 
between sea, rail and road. 

In 2019, a large majority in the Danish parliament 
made an ambitious agreement on climate. 
Transport accounts for 28 % (DCE, 2019) of total 
CO2 emissions in Denmark. That figure must 
be significantly reduced by 2030, which is why 
shipping – often the greener solution - must 
replace road transport when possible. At the 
same time, ports must contribute to transform  
the industry and establish relevant energy 
infrastructure at the ports, so that society as a 
whole reaches the target of 70% reduction of 
CO2 emissions by 2030.

Danish Ports’ green vision is to ensure, that as 
the demand for green transport and services in-
crease, Danish commercial ports remain among 
the most competitive worldwide.

The vision is linked to the UN’s 17 sustainable 
development goals, which all Danish ports sup-
port. Four goals have been selected, based on 
the ports’ primary activities and business areas. 
Thus, they represent the areas of action where 
ports can contribute the most, and where they 
can make an additional effort. 

Knowledge sharing and cross-border coop-
eration is important for us to achieve, and the 
vision and partnerships for action are thus  
fundamental towards green transition. On the 
basis of the Global Goals, three areas of action 
have been selected, that Danish ports will 
pursue in the coming years and a number of 
concrete objectives that we will work to achieve 
continually – and which will be measured annu-
ally. The first annual report will be prepared for 
2020. We are already delivering tangible results 
and look forward to producing even more. 

GREEN VISIONDANISH PORTS ARE A FOCAL POINT OF THE GREEN TRANSITION IN BOTH THE BLUE  
ECONOMY AND THE TRANSPORT SECTOR AS A WHOLE. THE PORTS ARE HUBS FOR 
DENMARK’S WIND TURBINE ADVENTURE AND SUPPLIERS OF SHIPPING INFRASTRUC-
TURE. PORTS ARE ALSO BECOMING MODERN INDUSTRIAL CLUSTERS, BRINGING 
TOGETHER LEADING GREEN BUSINESS AREAS.

           Danish ports 
must be world- 
leading in sustainable 
solutions. We are the 
green connection 
between land and sea

1.  
A zero-emission port

All machinery in the ports use non-fossil  
fuels by 2025

Danish ports should use 100 % sustainable 
energy by 2030

Ports are carbon-neutral by 2030

By 2030, 90% of port and ship waste  
should be recycled. 

By 2025 the ports and port partners share a 
systematical dialogue concerning sustainable 
and green development

By 2030, all ports have implemented differen-
tiated tariffs based on ship emissions. 

Ports can offer a green power supply to dock-
ing ships by 2030. 

3.   
Supporting green 

partnerships

2.  
Supporting the  

circular economy

LIFE BELOW 
WATER

RESPONSIBLE 
CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION

INDUSTRY, INNOVA- 
TION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE

AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY

17 PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHANGE

17 PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHANGE
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